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Greetings From Camp Callan 
Dear Evelyn: I received your 
letter & stamp the other day 
so I guess I can write at least 
one more letter. Ha Ha. I’m 
not really as hard up as I 
have been pretending. The 
last week was quite active. 
We went through several drills that weren’t so nice, such as 
bayonette practice, the gas chamber, & firing of our rifles for the 
first time. On top of all that we got two shots for something. I don’t 
know what for but I do know the hunt. I’m still alive though. They 
don’t do anything in the army that will kill you but some things 
come pretty close to it. There are some good things about the army 
as well as the bad. In about two weeks we will be going on some 
hikes through the mts. & camp out at night. This should be fun. 
After the first thirteen weeks are over we will be over the worst of it. 
To the left is an image of a letter to Evelyn from Fred: Stationary 
from Camp Callan California, a training facility. 
Fred, the man who wrote this letter, seems to have a very familiar 
relationship to Evelyn, the woman he writes to. He begins 
by indicating that he received the “letter & stamp” she had sent to 
him earlier and follows with “so I 
guess I can write at least one 
more letter”.  Here he may be 
trying to use sarcasm to flirt with 
this woman. It is clear that they 
have communicated before, 
because he is sending a response 
to a letter that she previously wrote to him. The fact that he uses 
the words “I guess” shows that he is using playful, or potentially 
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flirtatious language. Perhaps this unknown man has some feelings 
for Evelyn. The words “Ha Ha” show that he jokes as well. Maybe 
she is simply a friend writing to him in California, interested in how 
his life as a soldier has been. He also could be using this language 
in a conceited fashion. For example, he may think Evelyn has 
feelings for him so he is attempting to woo her. Before divulging in 
his recent events in the army, he tells her that he is not “as hard up 
as [he] has been pretending”; the words “hard up” may be implying 
that he has asked for some kind of relations with her in past letters 
and feels embarrassed by his forwardness with her. To avoid 
appearing desperate, he tells her he has “been pretending” the 
whole time. Maybe he was pretending; however, experience might 
tell us he is actually trying to cover for his past remarks that Evelyn 
may not have reciprocated. To the right is an image of the back of 
the same letter from Fred: cut off. 
He then goes on to tell her how his time in the army has been, 
going into detail of what 
they have done in recent 
weeks. He may be trying 
to sound heroic or brave as he divulges about his experience with 
“bayonette practice, the gas chamber, and firing [their] rifles for the 
first time”. If we infer from his previous statements that lead us to 
believe he has feelings for Evelyn, we might conclude that he really 
is as “hard up” as he sounded in his other letters. To the left is an 
image of a letter where Fred attempts to evoke fearful feelings in 
Evelyn by referring to death and the harsh training he must endure. 
He could be trying to entice Evelyn into believing he is a strong, 
mature soldier, facing danger at every corner as he goes on to say 
“They don’t do anything in the army that will kill you but some 
things come pretty close to it”. Here he expresses how difficult his 
last few weeks in the army have been. Anything that comes close to 
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killing you could not be very enjoyable, but he writes with a lot of 
pride. He tries to sound as if he has withstood things that compare 
to death and he certainly may be telling the truth about this; 
however, his tone is a little bragging. At the end, he lightens up the 
tone by writing about the good parts of being in the army. You 
could interpret the words “This should be fun” as sarcasm, or you 
may interpret them as real excitement for the “hikes in the mts.” 
and camp outs that are soon to come. Overall, I interpret his 
purpose to be to flaunt his new soldier status in hopes to impress 
and entice Evelyn, a girl who may not really be into him at the 
present time. He achieves this through this letter by deploying 
pathos in Evelyn so that she feels sympathy and fear for such a 
brave soldier. He may not have had the best luck with her in the 
past, but he continues to use all his methods to impress her 
through speech. 
After a phone interview with Evelyn, herself, we found out that she 
and Fred were only friends. They met while she was teaching third 
grade and he was attending Northern Iowa 
University to become a teacher. She 
explained her subtle reciprocation of 
feelings to many of the soldiers was to give 
them hope, stating they were “very 
vulnerable”. She understood their 
circumstances. She knew they were lonely, 
in a camp with all men, and fearing war, 
injury and even death. At the time, it 
seemed only right for her to humor these 
men, in the sincerest meaning possible. 
She explained their overbearing, and 
sometimes desperate, letters as a need for love so they could feel 
complete during their harsh training and preparations for a war- 
even if they, like Fred, did not yet know the U.S. would soon enter 
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the war. She proceeded to say that he had died very young- the 
cause, she could not recall but said it was most likely in the war. To 
the right is a photo of Evelyn Birkby doing a radio broadcast for 
KMA Radio. 
The author of this letter writes 
from barracks 1313 in Camp 
Callan California on November 
8th, 1941.Camp Callan was 
located in San Diego, California 
and named after Major General 
Robert Emmet Callan- a man who 
was awarded a Distinguished 
Service Medal for his service in WWI. The camp was built for new 
military inductees (about 15,000 men) who would go through a 
thirteen week training program before replacing others. To the left is 
a snapshot from the original Camp Callan California. 
Although the camp changed over time, its main focus during Fred’s 
training was modern coast artillery and anti-aircraft defense 
weapons. In fact, the date he 
wrote the letter was only ten 
months after the camp had even 
opened. Therefore, he was one of 
the men in the early period of 
operation, before the camp was 
closed in March of 1946. In his 
letter he talked about “bayonette 
practice” and “firing [their] rifles for the first time”, which makes 
sense due to the heavy emphasis on artillery and defense weapons. 
When he spoke of their upcoming hikes and camping in the 
mountains at night, he was probably referring to some type of 
survival training. One might assume that in any training camp, 
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survival training was of the utmost importance. I found it 
interesting, though, that so much training could be completed in 
only “thirteen weeks”. After researching Camp Callan, I found that 
this was, in fact, true. The men were even congratulated by their 
General on a job well-done. To the right is a painting of what Camp 
Callan may have looked like during Fred’s thirteen weeks of 
training. 
The letter seems to end abruptly and lacks a certain flow of ideas; 
however, there is a potential good reason for that. During wartime, 
the military used a method called censoring when soldiers sent 
letters from their camps and training facilities. This method 
consisted of opening and reading many letters to make sure they 
did not contain any “sensitive” information: sensitive, meaning 
nothing that contained any information regarding the war that 
could be intercepted by the enemy and used against the sender. 
After visiting the archives to see the letter in person, I realized that 
the bottom half was actually cut off. All that is left is the top and 
back of the letter. Given this information, one can wonder if Fred 
divulged some form of sensitive information, which was censored 
and cut off, while the rest of the letter was sent on its way. The 
military had to be very careful about this, especially in 1941 when 
they were on the defense of Japanese threats and a coming attack 
at Pearl Harbor. 
The U.S. officially entered WWII at the end of 1941. On December 
8th, they declared war on Japan after the terrible events 
that happened a day earlier that is now known as Pearl Harbor Day. 
This letter was composed on November 8th, thus the attack at Pearl 
Harbor had not yet occurred. At the end of the letter, Fred states, 
“After the first thirteen weeks are over we will be over the worst of 
it”. If he finished his training, he may have possibly been deployed 
at the naval base at Pearl Harbor and died on the day of the attack. 
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Or, if he was not deployed or did not die, he most likely fought in 
WWII against the Japanese Empire shortly after these events. He 
had no way of knowing that the U.S. 
would soon enter the war because on 
October 27th, the Chicago Daily 
Tribune published there would be no 
war with Japan. Little did they know 
that the events at Pearl Harbor would 
soon change that entirely. He ends 
with “we will be over the worst of it”; 
unfortunately, he had no idea that the 
worst had yet to come. To the right is 
an image of “Remember Dec. 7th!”: an 
image of propaganda after the attack 
at Pearl Harbor and upon the U.S. 
entering the war. 
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